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Benefits of a Dual Immersion Program:

Research shows there are many benefits for students 
enrolled in dual immersion programs:  

● Ability to speak, read, and write fluently in English 
and Spanish.

● Academic performance in Reading and Math meets 
and often exceeds state and district standards.  

● Bilingual students are more creative, better at 
problem-solving, and score higher on literacy tests.  

● Higher graduation rates and an increased interest in 
attending college 
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Benefits of a Dual Immersion Program:

● Path to Seal of Biliteracy 

● Greater understanding, tolerance, appreciation and 
respect for other languages and cultures.

● Strengthen self perception, identity, & higher 
self-esteem

● Ability to communicate with other ethnic and cultural 
groups.

● Connectedness to family and community members

● Future Economic Benefits: Enhanced employment 
opportunities once school is completed.
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What is the 50/50 Dual Language 
Immersion Program? 

● The Dual Language Program is a program that 
integrates English- and Spanish-speaking 
students for academic instruction. 

● All students begin learning academics in the 
target languages: Spanish and English 

● Half of the day is taught in Spanish and half of 
the day is taught in English. (Kindergarten)
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What is the 50/50 Dual Language Immersion 
Program? 

● Students exit elementary school proficient in 
both languages: 

○ Orally Bilingual  

○ Academically Bi-literate. 

● Special emphasis is placed on the active use of 
instructional strategies that promote 
cross-cultural cooperation and learning
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Teacher A: Spanish teacher                                    Teacher B: English teacher 

Teacher  A: Dual Spanish Instruction:

8:10-8:15     Welcome (Announcements)
8:15 –8:45   Whole Group Instruction (ELA, ELD, & Math)
 
8:45 – 9:45    Academic Centers (Phonics, Writing, Guided 
                      Reading,ELD and Math) 

9:45-10:00   Recess

10:00 – 10:45  Whole class-Reading (RIRA) Building the 
                        Concept and Writing

10:45-10:55     Clean Up Classroom prepare to go to lunch
10:55-11:50     Lunch and Recess/Switch Class

Teacher  B: Dual English Instruction:

11:50-11:55     Welcome 

11:55 –12:25   Whole Group Instruction (ELA, ELD, & Math)
 
12:25 –1:25    Academic Centers (Phonics, Writing, Guided 
                        Reading,ELD and Math) 

1:25-2:10       Whole class-Reading (RIRA) Building the 
                       Concept and Writing

2:10-2:20     Clean Up Classroom prepare to go home

Example Schedule:
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What are the critical components of the 
Dual Language Immersion Program?

● Classes: 50% English Speakers and 50% 
Spanish Speakers 

● Parent Commitment: K-6th grade 

● Languages Are Separated for Instruction 

● Same District Curriculum and Academic 
Standards: Instructed in English & Spanish

● Highly Trained and Committed Quality 
Teachers 
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What are the critical components of the Dual 
Language Immersion Program?

● High Standards Where Language Instruction is 
Integrated With Challenging Academic 
Instruction 

● Strong Parent Involvement 

● Strong Administrative Support 

● Integration with Other School Programs

● Cross-Cultural Emphasis

● Attendance is critical. Every day counts!
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How will my child understand if he/she 
does not speak the second language?

● Teachers in the Dual Language Program are 
specially trained to make the information 
meaningful through the use of:

○ Visuals 
○ Objects 
○ Gestures
○ Specialized instructional strategies 

● The students also help each other!
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Does it matter if no one at home speaks the 
second language?

● No. The home language must be kept up in the 
home. 

● Read to your children daily! 

● Talk to your children daily, and have them talk to 
you! 

● Continue the literacy experiences you would 
naturally encourage. 

● One of the advantages of this program is that 
students with strong language skills (in English or 
Spanish) succeed in the program.
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Will a second language interfere with my 
child’s English ability? 

● No. Research shows that students who 
achieve advanced levels of proficiency in 
their languages often experience cognitive 
and linguistic advantages when compared to 
monolingual students. 

● Bilingual students perform better on tasks 
that require divergent thinking, pattern 
recognition and problem solving, and have 
higher levels of metalinguistic awareness.
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What about reading in English?

● In order to avoid confusion, that language 
of instruction is separated. 

● Students are exposed to English every day 
in a variety of literacy activities. 

● You are also encouraged to read to your 
child in English if you so desire at home.
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Is any English used in the Dual Language 
classroom?

● Yes, during English time. Half a day.

● During Spanish time the teacher only speaks 
Spanish. 

● However, a student's expression is accepted 
in whichever language the student uses.
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How can parents support their child in the 
program?

● Participate! Support your home language

● Discuss with your child what they are learning. 

● Listen to him/her read in Spanish/English. 

● Read to your child in your strongest language 
to encourage development of the home 
language and to model fluent reading 

● “Read” the pictures to develop oral language 

● Storytelling to develop oral language and 
vocabulary
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How can parents support their child in the 
program?
● Rhymes and songs

● Be positive about the language and encourage 
the student during difficult times to persevere.  

● Show enthusiasm for learning and the 
language. 

● Have a positive attitude about the language 
class.  

● Children who do well in language programs are 
those who have learned to continue with a task 
even though it is difficult. 
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How can parents support their child in the 
program?
● Participate in the Family Projects & School 

Events.

● Parents can model this behavior and help 
children learn how to continue and persevere.

● Volunteer in the classroom, for field trips, or 
help the teachers by doing class tasks at 
home. 

● Become involved with the school community 
council (PTA, School Site Council, English Learner 
Advisory Committee,and school events)
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How do we know it will work?

● Results from over 30 years of research show 
that students in dual language programs 
develop higher levels of bilingual proficiency 
and academic achievement than in other 
program models.

● Research studies and established programs 
show the dual language program model to 
be the most effective way to become 
proficient in two languages. 
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How do we know it will work?

● Students language development growth in 
English & Spanish will be monitored and 
assessed.

● Also targeted support in their second 
language will be provided.
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DLI 50:50
Also called Two-Way Bilingual Immersion

Description & Goals
1. Promotes bilingualism and biliteracy (English plus target 

language) and positive cross-cultural attitudes and behavior.
2. Whole school day program in elementary; continues as course 

in secondary.
3. Maintains 50% of instruction in target language and 50% in 

English throughout elementary
4. In secondary grades, some courses remain in target language. 

Integrates native English speakers and speakers of the target 
language – providing instruction in both languages to all 
students together.

Target Students
English Learners and English-dominant students, in grades K-6th

DLI 90:10
Also called Two-Way Bilingual Immersion

Description & Goals
1. Promote bilingualism and biliteracy (English plus target 

language) and positive cross-cultural attitude and behavior.
2. Whole school day program in elementary; continues as 

course in secondary.
3. Begins with 90% of instruction in target language with 

increasing English until academic work and literacy are 50:50.
4. In secondary grades, some courses remain in target 

language. Integrates native English speakers and speakers of 
the target language – providing instruction in both languages 
to all students together.

Target Students
English Learners and English dominant students, in grades K-6th

         Dual Language Programs Opportunity
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DLI 50:50
Instructional Setting:

● 50% English-dominant and 50% target language speakers, 
grades K-6th

● Most effective when started in Kindergarten
● Students and families dedicated to maintaining enrollment for 

5-6 years

Teacher Requirements Bilingual Authorization/BCLAD/BCC

DLI 90:10
Instructional Setting:

● 50% English dominant, 50% target language speakers, 
grades K-6th 

● Most effective when started in Kindergarten
● Students and families dedicated to maintaining enrollment for 

5-6 years

● 90% Spanish/ 10% English Kindergarten
● 80% Spanish/ 20% English 1st grade
● 70% Spanish/ 30% English 2nd grade
● 60% SPanish/ 40% English 3rd grade
● 50% SPanish. 50% English 4th-6th grade 

Teacher Requirements Bilingual Authorization/BCLAD/BCC

         Dual Language Programs Opportunity
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KEY CHARACTERISTICS OF ALL QUALITY LANGUAGE LEARNING MODELS
Regardless of the specific program model, the key characteristics summarized below should be reflected 
across all language learning options:

● Integration of language and culture
● Active engagement and meaningful interaction
● Contrastive analysis to build linguistic and cultural diversity within an affirming climate
● Standards-aligned curriculum and high quality instructional materials, as well as exposure to 

authentic language models and texts.
● Valid and appropriate assessment
● Age appropriate instruction differentiated and scaffolded for different levels of language 

proficiency
● Systemic professional development and support for teachers
● Use of technology integrated into teaching and learning

Dual Language Programs 
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